OSHA Chemical Hazard Communication

A 20 page overview from OSHA on chemical hazard communication including why is a
standard needed who is covered what is included in a program what are material data
sheets and what training is required.

What Is Hazard Communication, And Why Is a Standard Necessary?

Under the provisions of the Hazard Communication Standard, employers are responsible
for informing employees of the hazards and the identities of workplace chemicals to
which they are exposed.

About 32 million workers work with and are potentially exposed to one or more
chemical hazards. There are an estimated 650,000 existing chemical products, and
hundreds of new ones being introduced annually. This poses a serious problem for
exposed workers and their employers.

Chemical exposure may cause or contribute to many serious health effects such as
heart ailments, central nervous system, kidney and lung damage, sterility, cancer,
burns, and rashes. Some chemicals may also be safety hazards and have the potential
to cause fires and explosions and other serious accidents.

Because of the seriousness of these safety and health problems, and because many
employers and employees know little or..
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